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HISTORY 


Old Tu nm and New, 
Proved to be Certainties. 


S the Word Certainty expref- 
| ſes a State of Mind that can- 
not eaſily be put into a ſtrict Defi- 
nition, becauſe ſeveral Sorts of Truth 
are ſeen in different Lights with 
ſome Difference in the Degrees of 
Probation, that I may give as clear 
a Notion as I can of what I mean, I 
will begin this ſhort Eſſay with nam- 
ing ſeveral Sorts of ſuch Certainties 


© as [ intend. 


t We 


(4) 
1/7, We have Geometrical Cer- 
tainty of the Doctrines of Triangles, 


and Squares, and Circles, and moſt | 


Mechanical Powers, 
2 ally. We have Arithmetical Cer- 
tainty "of Numbers, and can count, 
and add, and divide, and multiply, 
and ſubſtract Millions of Millions 
without miſſing one. 

zaly. We have l Cer- 


eint "whereby we meaſure the Mo- 


tions of the Sun and Moon and Stars, 
and calculate , their Motions, Oppo- 
ſitions, Conjunctions, and Eclipſes 
to a Minute of 
of Space. 


_ 4thly. We have Grammatical Cer- . 
tainty of the rational Laws of all 
Languages, and their Genders, Con- 


cords, and Governments. 


575%. With the Help of Maps of | 


our own making, we ove Geogra- 
x90 Certainty, as near as needs to 
e, of the Situations and Bearings of 


| all the four quarterly Parts of both 


=} 


1 Ines and a Yard | 


Sea and Land, even to the fartheſt 
Iſlands. 5 


This being the Place which God 
| hath given us for our Dwelling, is 


no trifling Matter, if we conſider it . - 


well, but a Subject of great Diffi- 
| culty; and yet great Profit and 
Pleaſure. | 

For, beſides the large W chat 1 
for ought we know, may poſſiblx 
ſtill be added to the Habitations of 
ſome or other of our Race, the mi 
grating Birds that go and come at 
their Seaſons, and lay . their Eggs, 

and hatch their Broods not far from 
the Polar Circles, do it to cover out 
5 Tables with Dainties. 

56 hly. The Majeſty of Nature, 
the Diftance and Number of the 
| larger Stars are known as near as 
needs to be for the Uſe of Man: 
And fo is the prodigious Greatneſs 
of the Body of the Sun; for, a Re- 
cervoir of but a few Yards- over, 


2 wou'd not be able to contain, and f 7 
ä „„ Aua 


good u bad, ene and Ene- 
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actuate, and ſend out Li ght and 


Heat and real Fire enou 8 for the 


Uſe of fo large an Orbit. 


Every one _* theſe ſeveral Certain- 
ties, are ſeen and judged of by dif- 
ferent Kinds of Light, and yet the 


Judgments of all are true, and as 
Certain as needs to be. 


But to deſcend from general Rules 


of Reaſon to Facts of mortal Men. 


Itbly. Common Regiſters kept 


: by ſworn and indifferent Perſons, 


are ſo far Certainties, that Life and 
Death, and all Men's Properties and 
Places are determined by them, and 
they are written, that they that come 
after, might know who and what 
there had been before them. 

But to go on to that Point which 


7 + I chiefly aim at. 


8:hly. Modern Hiſtory | is a * 


tainty, as ſure and certain as any of 
them. 


In hiſtorical Caſes. 1 both 


mies, 


17 
mies, and not only great Numbers, 
but all that are known, affirm, and 
none are known to deny, and ma- 
ny of them were Eye - Witneſſes; 
ſuch Teſtimony, altho only Hear- 
ſay to thoſe that had not ſeen the 
Things themſelves, is Certainty, ſelf- 
evident, and was never yet fou nd 
wrong. = | 
"Thoſe who are now alive ang 
us, but never ſaw King George or 
any King whatever, are notwith- 
ſtanding ſure, that King George the 
ſecond is now King of England, if 
he is alive; and that his Father King 
George the firſt was King before him; 
and that Queen Ann governed the 
Nation with great Goodneſs before 
him. And that King illinm of 
glorious Memory, conquered King 
James at the Boyn here in Ireland, 
and ruled the Nation till his Death: : 
And that before him King James 
the ſecond, a Papift, had ruled till 
he abdicated the Government, and 
2 died 


(68) 
died in France: And before him 
King Charles the ſecond, a Prote- 
—4 and well beloved Prince had 
reigned King eight and twenty 
5 And 13 before him Oliver 
Cromwell had cauſed the Head of 
King Charles the firſt to be cut off 
upon a Scaffold for Pretences of ill 
Government; and it is certain that 
he, Oliver, had governed in his 
Way, by Rumps of Parliaments, 
his own Will, and Army, from the 
30th of January 1648, till the agth 
2 May 1660 following, when Oliver 
was taken out of th Grave. and 
hanged, and that then King Charles 
the ſecond was ſet upon his Father's 
Throne: And before them, King 
James the firſt came out of Scor- 
land, and reigned. pretty well and 
peaceably : And before him was. the 
good Queen Elizabeth, the beloved 
Proteſtant : And before her, Queen 
Mary the Papiſt, whoſe Name will 
never be forgotten, but always be 
| kept 


2 © 798 


kept in a mournful Remembrance, 
by the fad Number of pious Martyrs 
that the burnt in Smithfield. 
Before the cruel Queen Mary, 
was the pious King Edward the 
ſixth, who died before he was fif- 
teen Years old : And before him was 
his Father Henry the eighth, who 
broke off what our Nation had long 
found to have been a heavy Yoke 
under the Pope's Government, with 
our very Prayers and Bible in a ſtrange 
Language. 
Before him we may g0 backward 
through the Reigns of five Edwards, 
the third of which in the Field of 
Creſſy in France, got a memorable 
Victory, and took many Towns. 
And beſides them, we had one 
King John, and three Richards, and 
ſeven Henries, and two Williams, 
the firſt of which was William the 
Norman, who came hither, and con- 
quered and killed Harold our laſt 
Saron King 1 in the Field of Haſtings, . 
| B upon 
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| ( IO ) | 
upon Saturday the 14th of October 
1066. And altho' it would be hard 
to gather the ſcattered Pieces of their 
Bodies from the ſeveral Places where 
they have been buried, ſome in Ger- 


many, and ſome in Mor mandy, and 


ſome in England; yet as che Chro- 


nologers Work is only to count up 


, theſe Kings, as they followed one 


another in order, from William the 
Conqueror till they reach to our 
ever honoured King George the ſe- 
cond, now reigning, and then put- 
the "TRE"! Sums as they ſtand al- 
lowed in their ſeveral Hiſtories into 
one Sum total of Years, which I find 
to be 737, ending the 14th of Octo- 
ber laſt: IT ask, whether we are ſure 
that that may be allowed as a true 
Account of the N umber of the Kings 
in that Time. | 

The Number of them 7M we count 
them is thirty three, do not both 
Proteſtant and Papiſt agree in that, 
as the true Number ? | 


And 


1 

And when you ſhall have allow- 
ed of this as a Certainty, I will ask 
you next, whether this be any par- 
ticular Piece of Skill that we here 
in England, have above other Na- 
tions round about us, or whether 
both in France, Spain, and Ger- 
many, and all other Places, they 
have not the fame Certainty of their 
paſt Times and Kings and other paſt 
Things that we have. And when 
both theirs and ours ſhall be once 
written, while they were freſh in 
Memory, and ſhall be preſerved with 
Care, I ask, whether they will not 

continue true for ever. 
And I ask whether the hundredth 
Edition of any Book, if truly print- 
ed, is not as true as the firſt?: 
i And as I think it muſt be allow- 
by to be ſo, and as I hope it muſt 
alſo be granted to be a Performance 
of my firſt Part, which was to ſhew 
the Certainty of the modern Hiſtory 
of our own Nation from this preſent 
B 2 7 eleyenth 
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eleventh Year of the Reign of our 
ever honoured King George the ſe- 
cond, and riſing upward to the Vic- 
tory that William the Conqueror 


from Normandy, got over our laſt 


Saxon King Herald: in the Field of 


Haſtings; I muſt leave off here for 
the preſent, and go to the upper- 


moſt Year of the Creation of the 


World, as it begins in Geueſis with 


the 3 of Adam and Eve, and 


| deſcends to the Birth of our Saviour, 


And before I begin with that, in 


way of Preface to it, I ask, whether 
this Rule of Certainty will hold as 
ſtrong there, and whether it will 
hold in Times to come hereafter. 


And I doubt not but it will hold 


in both. 


TH. It will hold in the Line up- 


| M4 becauſe in the firſt Ages their 


Lives were certainly much longer, 
and without Hiſtory, their own Sight 


and Knowledge taught them; and 


it will hold in the Times to come, 
becauſe 


(13) 
becauſe the Ground and Reaſon up- 
on which it ſtands, will be equally 
ſtrong and clear in heit Times as 
in all others. 

For the Reaſon. of it, if I judge 
Ade is nothing but this, that all 
People, in all Times and Places, are 
conſcious and very ſure of their own 
Exiſtence, and ſee one another, and 
feel that both the good and evil 
Things that they receive from one 
another are Realities; and that their 
Kings that govern them, and defend 
and preſerve their Rights, are the 
Breath of their Noſtrils, and are 
known to all, and that they would 
not bear that their Hiſtorians ſhould 
willingly deliver down falſe Names, 
when they had the true ones before 
them in their M inds, and that when 
they were once written, they would 
be as certain as if they had been 
written a thouſand Years ſooner. 

All this is plain, and ſtrong, a 


(14) 
will caſt its Light downward as well 
as it hath upwards. | 
But as the firſt after the Creation 

is of moſt Importance to us, and yet 
is hardeſt to be known,' becauſe 
Adam himſelf could not teach his 
Children who made him, I will 
now put that firſt Time under con- 
ſideration. And as Moſes is the el- 
deſt Hiſtorian that we have, and 

both Proteſtants and Papiſts allow 
of him, and the People of that Time 
would have as much Reaſon to have 
believed him as any Man that ever 
wrote; for he had learnt the Tradi- 


tions of both Abraham, and I/aac, 


51 and Jacob, and even Moab, and he 


had been brought up in Egypt with 

all the Helps that even Pharaoh's 
Daughter could give him, and if the 
Egyptians had any ſuch antient Hi- 
| ſtory as our Free-thinkers boaſt of, 
he could not but have known it: 
And yet when God ſent him to 
188 and teach both 1/-aelites and 


Egyptians 


(15) 
Egyptians what he had to tell them, 
he expoſtulated with him in the 
4th Chapter of Exodus, 1ſt and fol- 
lowing Vas. And. Moſes anſwer- 
ed and ſaid, but behold they will 
not believe me, nor hearken to my 
Voice, for they will ſay, the Lord 
hath not appeared to thee. | 
And the Lord ſaid unto him, 
what is that in thy Oy and he 
fail, a ._-- | 
And God ſaid, caſt it on the 
Ground, and Moſes caſt it on the 
Coden and it became a Serpent, 
and Moſes fled from before it. : 
And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, 
put forth thy Hand and take it by 
5 Tail, * he put forth his Hand | 
and caught it, and it became a Rod | 
in his Hand. 
And the Lord ſaid furthermore 
unto him, put now thine Hand into 
thy Boſom; and he put his Hand in- 
70 "bis Boſom, and when he took it out, 
behold his Hand was leprous as Snow : 
- And 
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And he ſaid, put now thine Hand 
into thy B gem again, and he pluck- 
ed it out again out of his Boſom, and 
behold it was turned again as his 
other Fleſh. 8 

And it ſball come to paſs if ip 
will not hear the Vow of theſe two 
Signs, neither henrken to thy Voice, 
thou ſhalt take of the Water of the 
River, and pour it upon the dry 
Land, and the Water which his 
taleſt out of the River ſhall become 
Blood upon the dry Land. J 

It is in the Seng tl of this Te- 

ſtimony, that I quote Mo/es for the 
Author of the firſt Chapter of Ge- 
neſis; and the Reaſon why I do that, 
and premiſe this Teſtimony, is be- 
cauſe the Teſtimony is of that which 
Adam himſelf could not have told, 
and none but God could know. 

And as in this God himſelf taught 
us to count true Miracles to be Cer- 
tainties, I lay them down as certain 
and ſufhcient Proofs of Truth, and 
add 


— 


57) 
add them to the other eight Certain- 
ties that I named dee and as Pa- 
piſts, as well as Proteſtants, and all 
Religions in the World muſt allow 
the ſame, before I proceed farther, I 
will interpoſe three ſhort Eſſays con- 
cerning the Trinity, the Incarnation, 
and the real N ativity of his Birth of 
the Virgin Mary in the FAM: of 
* Cæſar. 0 


Firſt of the Taixve) 


1TH reſpect to the Objec- 
tions Wa the Doctrine of 
the holy Trinity, I would ask an 
Objector, whether the calm and ſe- 
rene Pleaſure of Society, be not the 
higheſt and nobleſt Pleaſure, that 
we know of in rational Beings? And 
IT would ask, whether even the di- 
vine Nature of the Almighty, from 
the Fulneſs and Perfection of his 

own Nature, hath not ſomething 
equivalent and even ſuperior to the 


higheſt 
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higheſt of that Kind in ourſelves: 
And ſince Moſes the eldeſt and no- 
bleſt and inſpired Hiſtorian of the 
Creation repreſents the Creator ſpeak- 
ing to himſelf in the plural Num 
ber, as if to ſome others within him, 
= without pretending to comprehend 

pry nicely into the ſtrict Reaſon 


of that: Thale, we Adore the Ful- 


neſs and Perfection of the divine Na- 
ture, that makes him as happy as if 
he had ereated ten thoufand Gods to 
keep him Company, is there any 
Thing abſurd, or even ſtrange in it? 

11 Under ſtanding, Vill, and 
Power of moving, the Animal Spirits 
in ourſelves, have ſome Kind of 


Difference from one another, and 


yet do not hinder eyery Soul-from 


being a Monad, or three in one, 
may we not give Praiſe and Wor- 
ſhip to God under the ſame No- 
tion, without armin under the Re- 
proof of any one? 


I will 


I will venture, no farther into a 
Depth, of which I am ſure the ſhort 
Plu mit of my Reaſon is not able 
to reach the Bottom; but I can be 
contented to adore what I cannot 
comprehend, or rather do compre- 
hend ſufficiently; for if under this 
eaſy Notion, I worſhip him who 
made the World, and now governs 
it, and will judge it, I worſhip the 
true God, with a much nobler Idea 
of him, than I could - otherwiſe 
form of him: I acknowledge both 
his Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs, 
and yet keep but one God, as we 
ourſelves have but one Soul with- 
in us. 
Calling them Perſons in the di- 
vine Nature, rather than Qualities 
or Powers, carries a Majeſty, more 
ſuitable to the exalted Station of his 
divine Nature. And this I think 
ſuthcient Up cue Point, 
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i. Of the INcarnatION 


JESUS CHRIST, 
The Son of GOD. 


HA T is the great i 
Block to thoſe that ſet up for 
a rational Religion, in Oppoſition to 
Chriſtianity ; but I would ask thoſe 
that think hardly of that, what 


other Way more eaſy and rational, 


it was poſſible for God to 3 
made uſe of for their Government 
and Inſtruction. 

As by his divine "ES TIN he 
had millions of millions of Men, 
and a long Scene of Time through 
Eternity, in which he was to teach 


and guide them; ſuppoſe he had 


permitted you yourſelf to have been 
his Counſellor, would you have ad- 
viſed him, without any Meſſenger | 


or Mediator, or any Inſtrument at 


all, to be his own Preacher to every 
Man, and to Have repeated every 
Doctring 


© ax } 

Doctrine every time that any careleſs 
Man had forgot it. 
As Man is a Creature that hath 
an Ear to hear with, the natural 
and plain, and almoſt the only Way 
of inſtructing him, is by one that 
hath a Tongue to ſpeak with, and 
that by his Actions can ſhow an Ex- 
ample of all that he taught: And 
if his Counſellor ſhould adviſe that 
as beſt, as it is impoſſible but he 
muſt, if he would adviſe the ri ght, 
God Almighty if he pleaſed, 3 
ſoon anſwer him, that that was the 

very Way he had taken, and had 
therefore created a divine Man 
on purpoſe, and aſſumed him 
as his Inſtrument, and as he 
doth all Thing 8 by Means, had 
cloathed him „e his Power 
and Wiſdom, and given him a 
true Body, and had ſuffered him 
to be born of a pure Virgin, and 
therefore in one of his firſt Ap- 
paritions 
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paritions to Men, that to holy Job, 


the thirty third Chapter and the ſe- 


venth Verſe, he ſaid to him, Be- 
hold, I am according to thy Wiſh {| 
in God's ſtead, I alſo am A 1 
out of the Clay; my Terror fhall not 


make thee tiraid, neither ſhall my 


Hand be heavy upon thee. 
When he ſpake to Adam in the 
cool of the Evening, he was the 
ſame that had made and put him 
into Paradiſe, and prohibited the for- 
bidden Fruit in the Morning. 
And when he led the Jraelites 
through the red Sea, and gave the 
Law from Mount Sinai, and ſent 
his Apoſtles and Miniſters to preach 
his Goſpel, he was the ſame Perſon 
acting in different Ways. | 
In the firſt Chapter of St. Jobs 
Goſpel, In the Beginning was the 


Mord, and the Word was with God, 


and oo Word Was God. 
All 


(25) 

All Things were made by bim, 
and without him was not any Thing 
made that was made. 

In him was Life, and the Life 
was the Light of Men. 

All Things were made by him, 
and without him was not any made 
that was made, And Moſes teaches 
us, how God put both him and his 
Wife into Paradiſe, with not only 
Akorns for his Meat, but a Profu- 
ſion of Bleſſings of numerous Kinds, 
both for Mind and Body. And if 
J let this ſuffice for the Incarnation, 
1 will add a Chapter by it ſelf con- 
cerning his Life, and the Proofs of 
his Religion. 


The 


* 
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The Hi ;flory of of the Life of 
CH RIST from the Time 
of his Conception, till his 
en, into Heaven. 


Of el of St. Matthew, 1/2, 2d, 


= 3d Verſes. The-Book of 
the 3 of Jeſus Chriſt, the 


Son of David, the Son of Abraham, 
Abraham begat Iſaac, Iſaac begat 
Facob, and Jacob begat him, whoſe 
Son begat him, who did beget Jo- 
 ſeph the Husband of Mary, of 
whom was born Jeſus, who is Chris. 

Now the Birth of Jeſus Chriſt was 
on this wiſe, when as his Mother 
was eſpouſed to Fo/eph, before they 
came together, ſhe was found with 
Child of the Holy Ghoſt; and Jo- 
ſeph her Husband being a juſt Man, 
and not willing to make her a pub- 
lick Shame, was minded to put her 
away privily ; but while he thought 


On 


A 
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on theſe Things, behold the Angel 
of the Lord appeared unto him in a 
Dream, ſaying, Joſeph thou Son of 
David, fear not to take unto thee 
Mary thy Wite, for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy 
Ghoſt: And ſhe ſhall bring forth a 
Son and thou ſhalt call his Name 
Feſus, for he ſhall fave his People 
from their Sins. | 

Now all this was done, that it 
might be fulfilled which was ſpoken 
of the Lord by the Prophet, faying, 


Behold a Virgin, an unmarried Wo- 


man without a Husband, ſhall con- 
ceive and bear a Son, and they ſhall 
call his Name Immanuel, God with 


us. And Joſeph being raiſed from 


Sleep did as the Angel of the Lord 
had bidden him. | 

Now as our Saviour's Life was not 
only honoured with a fingle Mira- 
cle, or a few, but was almoſt one 
continued Miracle from one End to 


the other, even from his Birth till 


D his 
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his Aſcenſion into Heaven and aſter 


it, from the right Hand of God. 


The next Miracle that I will name 


{hall be one full of Glory and holy 


Wonder, and wrought while he was 


in his Mother's Womb, before he 


could contrive any Part of it, or 


know that it would be of any Uſe to 
him. See the 5th Verſe of the 1ſt 


Chapter of St. Luke's Goſpel; There 
was in the Days of Herod the King 
of Judea, a certain Prieſt of the 
- Courſe of Abia, and his Wife was 
of the Daughters of Aaron, and her 


Name was E/;zabeth : And they had 


no Child, becauſe that Elisabeth 


was ne and they were both well 


ſtriken in Years. And it came to 
paſs while he executed the Prieſt's 
Office before God in the Order of his 


Courſe, his Lot was to burn Incenſe 
when he went into the Temple of 


the Lord; and there appeared unto 


him an Angel of the Lord ſtanding 
on the right {de of the Altar of In- 
cenle ; 


Ih 
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cenſe; and when Zacharias ſaw him 
he was troubled, and Fear fell upon 
him : But the Angel faid unto him, 
fear not Zacharias, for thy Prayer 1s 
heard, and thy Wife Elizabeth ſhall 
bear thee a Son, and thou ſhalt call 
his Name John. 

And in the ſixth Month the ſame 
Angel went to Vazareth in Galilee, 
to the Virgin Mary, and when ſhe 
ſaw. him, ſhe was troubled at his 
Preſence, and the Angel faid unto 
her, fear not Mary, for thou haſt 
found Favour with God, and behold 
thou ſhalt conceive in thy Womb, 
and bring forth a Son, and ſhalt call 
his Name Fe/us: And behold thy 
Couſin Elizabeth hath alſo conceiv- 
ed, and this is the ſixth Month with 
her that was called barren. 
And Mary aroſe in thoſe Days, 
and went into the Hill Country in 
haſte, and entered into the Houſe of 
Zacharias, and faluted Elizabeth. 
And it came to paſs, that when 


D 2 Elizabeth 


(28; ) . 
Elizabeth heard the Salutation of 
Mary, the Babe leaped in her Womb, 
and Flizaberh was filled with the 
Holy Ghoſt, and ſhe ſpake out with 
a loud Voice, and aid, bleſſed art 
thou amongſt Women, and bleſſed 
is the Fruit of thy Womb; and 
whence is this to me, that the Mo- 
ther of my Lord ſhould come to me; 
for lo, as ſoon as the Voice of thy 
Salutation ſounded in my Ears, the 
Babe leaped in my Womb for Joy. 
And bleſſed is ſhe that believed; for 
there ſhall be a Performance of thoſe 
Things that were told her of the 
| Lord. 

And Mary ſaid, my Soul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my Spirit 
hath rejoiced in God my Saviour: 
For he hath regarded the low Eftate 
of his Hand-maiden: For, behold 


from henceforth all Generations ſhall | 
call me bleſſed. 


For 


( 29 p 
For he that is Mighty hath done 


to me great T hings, 950 holy is his 
Name. 1 

And his Merey is on them that 
fear him from Generation to Gene- 
ration. 

He hath holpen his Servant 1/raet 
in remembrance of his Mercy, as 
he ſpake to our Fathers, Abraham 
and his Seed for ever, 

And Mary abode with her about 
three Months, and returned to her 
own Houle in Galileg. | 

Now Eljzabeth's full Time was 
come, that ſhe thould be delivered, 

and ſhe brought forth a Son. 
And her Neighbours and her Cou- 
ſins heard how the Lord had ſhew- 
ed great Mercy upon. her, and they 

rejoiced with her, and it came co 
paſs on the eighth Day they came to 
circumciſe the Child, and they cal- 
led his Name Zacharias aſter the 
Name of his Father: And his Mother 
ANAVESES and faid ; net fo, * 


($6). 

ſhall be called John. And they ſaid 
to her, there are none of thy Kin- 
dred that is called by that Name. 
And they made Signs to his Father 
to know how he would have him 
called. And he asked for a writing 
TIED and wrote, ſaying, his Name 
s John. And they marvelled all. 
La his Mouth was opened imme- 
diately, and his Tohgue was looſed, 
and he ſpake andpraiſed God ſaying, 
Bleſſed be the Lord God of 1/-ael, 
for he hath viſited and redeemed his 
People; and hath raiſed up a Horn 
of Salvation for us in the Houſe of 
his Servant David. | 
And it came to paſs in thoſe Days, 
that there went out a Decree from 
Cz/ar Auguſtus that all the World 
ſhould be taxed; and all went every 
one into his own City, and 7o/eph 
went from Galilee out of the City of 
Nazareth into Fudea, unto the Ci- 
ty of David which is called Bethle- 
_ to be taxed, with Mary his 
eſpouſed 


* N 

eſpouſed Wife being great with 
Child, And ſo it was that while 
they were there, the Days were ac- 


compliſhed that ſhe ſhould be deli- 


vered, and ſhe brought forth her 
firſt-born Son, and wrapped him in 
{waddling Cloathes and laid him in 


a Manger, becauſe there was no 


Room for them in the Inn. And 


there were in the ſameCountry Shep- 
herds abiding in the Field, keeping 

watch over their Flock by Night; 
and lo the Angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the Glory of the 
Lord ſhone round about them, and 


they were ſore afraid: And the 


Angel ſaid unto them, fear not, for 
behold I bring you good Tidings of 
great Joy which ſhall be to all Peo- 
ple! For unto you is born this Day 
in the City of David, a Saviour, 
which is Chriſt the Lord: And this 
ſhall be a Sign, ye ſhall find the 
Babe wrapped in ſwaddling Cloathes 


and * in a Manger. And thex 
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FO (32) 
came with Haſte, and found Mary 


they made known abroad the Saying 
that was told them nbeming this 
Child. 

St. Matthew in bis 24 Chapter 
gives us Acbount of a ſecond Viſit, 
that our Saviour had in this fame 


Plate from the wiſe Men, who were 
led out of the Eaſt to Jeruſalem by | 


a Star or a bright ſhining, and in- 
quired where he that was then born 
King of the Jews was to be born, 
and whets/Terot had called the Chief 


Priefts and Elders together, and was 
told in Berhiabem of Fudia, they 
departed, and le the Stat went be- 
fore them, till it came and ſtood 


over where the young Child was. 


And. when they were come into the 
Houſe, they ſaw the young Child 
with Mary his Mother, and fell 


down, — when they had opened 
their T Treaſures, they preſented unto 
3 | him 


and. 7o/c hb and the Babe lying in a 
Manger; and when they had ſeen it 


and, ow ac 


(33) 

him Gifts; Gold, Frankincenſe, 
and Myrrh: And deing warned by 
God in a Dream, that they ſhould 
not return to Herod by Feruſalem, 
and 7oſeph being called by God in 
a Dream to fly into Egypt; Herod 
two. Years — * ſlew all the male 
Children under two Years old in 
Bethlehem, in hopes he ſhould have 
taken away the Life of our Saviour 
amongtt them. 

I have been ſo e upon 
theſe Parts that concern his Birth 
and Conception and Infancy, be- 
cauſe they are things that could not 
be counterfeited, nor the ſacred ſpi- 
rit that they ſpoke with be difſem- 
bled ; nor could it be known whe- 
ther St. John Baptiſt and he would 


prove. Sons or Daughters while they 


were in their Mother's wombs; nor 
could that ſpirit of Piety that thoſe 
devout People ſpake with be coun- 
terfeited by any bad Men 'or Women. 
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And therefore I l EY two 


more Inſtances of that Prophetic Spi- 
Tit giving witneſs to our Saviour, 


- when his Virgin Mother E | 
" him in the Temple. 


2d of St. PR 28th ers And 


- behold there was a Man in Feruſa- 


lem, and the ſame Man was juſt and 


- devout, waiting for the Conſolatian 
of 72 and the Holy Ghoſt was 
upon him, and it was revealed to 
him, that he ſhould not ſee Death 
"before he had-ſeen the Lord's Chriſt; 
And he came by the Spirit into the 
Temple, and when his Parents brought 
in the Child Fefes, to do to bim 


aſter the cuſtom of the Law, then 
took he him up into his arms, and 
bleſſed God, and ſaid: Lord now 
letteſt thou thy Servant depart in 
Peace, for mine Eyes have ſeen thy 
Salvation, which thou haſt prepared 
before all People; a Light to lighten 
the Gentiles and the Glory of thy 


5 5 ue 


And 


(43) 

And Simeon bleſſed them, and 
Kid unto Mary his Mother, Behold 
this Child is ſet for the fall and rif- 
ing again of many in Ifruel, and 
for a Sign that ſhall' be ſpoken 
againſt; yea a Sword. ſhall paſs 
through thine own Soul, that the 
Thou ches of _— Hearts be 
„„ 

36 75 Wen And . was 4 
ein à Propheteſs, the Daughter 
* Phunurhij of the Tribe of Aſer; 
ſhe was of a great Age and was 
a Widow of about fourſcore and four 
Vears, and departed not from the 
Temple, but ſerved God with Faſt- 
ing and Prayers Night and Day: 
And ſhe coming at that Inſtant gave 
Thanks likewiſe to the Lord, and 
ſpake of him to all them that old 
for Redemption in Jeruſalem. 

After this we have but one Fact 
meftioned in his Vouth; and that 
was, his ſitting among the Doors 
at Feraſalem when he was but twelve 
— Tears 
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(36) 
Years old; ind that does not prove 
any Thing, but only ſhews, that 


| God Almighty, who Jow all Things 
wiſely and by proper Means, ani 


a regular Preparation for the Work 


he had for him to do. 


But the. Preaching, of Jobn Bap- 


Y which was when they were 
about thirty 


Yer old, is the next 
*Fhing - that I {ball mention; and 
that 2 Fobn the E Evangeliſt delivers 


to us in the 1 5 Verſe of the 1 


Chapter of his Goſoel and faith, John 
bare witneſs of him and W This 
is he of whom 1 

cometh aſter me is preferred before 
me; for he was before me, and of 
his Fulneſs have all we received 
Grace for Grace, 


ſpake, * that 


Again in the 32d Verſe of; * 
ſame Chapter. And Jobm bare Re- 


cord laying, I ſaw the Spirit de- 
ſcending from Heaven like a Dove, 
and abide upon him, and I knew 
him not: But he that ſent me to 


baptize 


2% 7 
baptize with Waker aid unto me, 
upon whom tho ſhalt ſee the Spi- 
rit deſcending and remaining on 
him, the ſame is he that baptiſeth 
with the Holy Ghoſt := 

And I faw and bare Record, that 
this 3 is the Son of God. 

But to make his Tollinkaing be 

repeated and. better u by 
others, in the 74h Chap ter of St. Luke 
it is ſaid, 220 Fob calling unto 
him two of his Diſciples ſent them 
unto Feſus, ſaying, art thou he that 
 thould come, e es we for ano- 
ther? And when the Men were 
come to him they ſaid, Jobn Bap- 
tiſt hath ſent us unto the, laying, 
art thou he that ſhould come, or 
look we for another? 

Art thou he that ſhould come, is, 
art thou he that God promiſed to 
Adam and Eve, that he would ſend 
to bruiſe the Serpents Head, and re- 
2 what Adam had loſt? 1 


Art 


(38) | 
Art thou the Prophet that God 
promiſed to Moſes; that he wou' d 
raiſe up like himſelf, and make 
powerful for their Converſion? .” 
Alrt thou the Prophet that Tfaits 
foretold; that a Virgin ſhould con- 
ceive; and the laſt Prophet M. alachi 
| called the Meſſenger of the Covenant 
whom they delighted in, and told 
them he ſhould Kaddenly come into | 
his Temple? © _ - N 
And that he might male Joba ohn 
Himſelf the Judge of the Anſwer 
that they was to 5 it is 
ſaid in Fa 21/7 ft. Ver At that 
ſame Hour he cared ty: of their 
Infirmities and Plagues, and of evil 
Spirits, and unto many that were 
blind he gave fight.” And then an- 
ſwering the Meſſengers, he ſaid un- 
to them; Go your way, and tell 
Jobn the Things that ye have heard 
and ſeen, how that Tho Blind: ſee, 
the Lame walk, the Lepers are 
cleanſed, the Deaf hear, and the 
775 Dead 


( 39 ) 
Dad are raiſed; and to the Poor 
the Goſpel is preached, and bleſſed 


is he whoſoever ſhall not be oftend- 


f ed i in me. 


And altho' at chat Time FL 
: he had but lately entered upon his 
Office, that Anſwer was abundant- 
ly ſufficient to ſatisfy ſo good a Man 
as St, John Baptiſt, I who am to ſa- 


| tisfy Tiultitudes of perverſe Men at 


tis great Diſtance, may add Chriſt's 
walking upon the Sea in the midft 
of Tempeſts. 
His feeding many choulatids with 
five Loaves Nd a few ſmall Fiſhes, 
and having twelve Baskets full of 
Fragments to give to the Poor. 
His turning Water into Wine at 
a Friends Wedding. | 
I may add his Travdgdriition 
upon the Mount, when Moſes and 
Elias appeared talking with him, 


and his Gai ments turned white and 


. 


His 


—ͤ— — — 
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I may add his raiſing the Noble- 
man's Daughter, and the Widow 's Son, 
and calling Lazarus out of his Grave 
when he had been three Days dead. 
The Love and Devotion of his 
Followers, one of whom; Mary 
Magdalen, waſh'd his Feet with 
her Tears, and wiped them with 
the Hair of her Heat. | 
His voluntary Journey up to Je- 

ruſalem, putting himſelf into the 

Hands of Enemies, carrying his 
Croſs and ſuffering Crucifixion, and 
riſing out of his Grave after having 
been e Days buried, and aſcend- 
ing into Heaven from Mount Olivet, 
in the ſight of his Followers and a 
great Multitude who beheld him as 
he went up. 

And the Deſcent. of the Holy 
Ghoſt; which filled them with Joy: 
and Courage, and Power of Mira- 
cles, and Gift of Tongues, that ena- 
bled them to convince their Enemies, 


| 2 


BE} 
and convert the World i in ſpight of 
ten Perſecutions. 


His appearing at the right Hand 


4 God to St. Stephen, St, Ri and 
St. Paul. 


The Deſtruction of Feruſalem 
according to his true Prediction, 
and Signs of his Croſs ſeen in the 
Air at the Time of the Siege of that 


City, when it was foretold by Chris 
as the Puniſhment of his Crucifixion. 

Then the Doctrines and Precepts 
of his Religion, of ſuch unqueſtion- 
able Purity and Excellence, that if we 


were left at free Liberty, we ought 


to take every one of them of our- 
ſelves, and truſt God for the Return 
that bh would make to them. 

All the following ſteps were ſuch 
as have convinced the World, and 
have made Chriftianity be 3 we 


now ſee and F eel, and now bear 


our part in. 
Moſt of the Quotations 1 1 
made are what we read in our Wor- 


F ſhip 


4G 2 
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ſhip in our Churches, and Hymns, 
and Divine Offices. 

Moſt of the Sermons that Chriſt 
Preach! d, and the Doctrines that he 
Taught about Juſtice and Piety, 
and Equity, are fo fair and equal, 
that our Kings and Parliaments have 
turned them into Laws; and that 
-muſt Silence all Mouths. For there 
is no reaching bad Mens Conſcien- 
ces with Words, nor binding up 


their Hands with Ink and Paper. 


Good Kings, and Judges, and 
Goals, applyed by Law with Vi- 
gour, thoſe may — the unruly, 
but Reaſons and Arguments are too 
weak to deal with them. 

When Abraham was to Travel 
with Sarab, through ſtrange Places, 

he deſired her not to own her ſelf 
as his Wife, for they would Slay 
- him and abuſe her Virtue. 

When two beautiful young 
Strangers were entertained by Lot 


a 1 the Men of the Place 


At came 


(43 ) 


came round the Houſe to have offer 1 
Force to them. 


Such an Inſtance of hum Blaſ- 


phenious Wickedneſs hath hardly 


| been heard of fince, unleſs amongſt 


our Blaſters: And as it is the com- 


mon Opinion that their extravagant 
Wickedneſs was owing to the Im- 
pudence of ſuch Authors, as dared 
to call the Doctrines of the Bible, 
A Tale of a Tub, and other Books 
like it: Since I have heard ſome So- 
ber People make this Judgment, I 
have had the Curioſity to buy that 
famous Book; and ſee what great Wit 
there was in it: And I think myſelf 


bound to declare freely, that I faw 


nothing but a Blaſphemous Title 


without one real Word of ſober Ar- 
gument in it: And therefore what 


| that Author makes his Joke, ſhall be 


my Faith: And I hope we ſhall ſtill 


grow farther in the Knowledge, and 


right Underſtanding of that Faith, 
which Cris preach d, for which I 


will 


: wilt nde this Little Book - in 
bumble Prayer, in that nobleſt of all 
Forms, which Chriſt himſelf Taught 


us. 


Our Father which art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name: Thy King- 
dom come, thy will be done on 
Earth as it is in Heaven: Give us 
this day our daily Bread: And for- 
give us our Treſpaſſes, as we for- 
give them that Treſpaſs againſt us: 
Nd lead us not into Temptation, 
but deliver us from Evil: For thine is 
the Kingdom, and the Power, and 
the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
17 00 65 

| Glory be to the F ather, and to the | 
Son, and to che Holy Ghoſt. 


As it was in the Beginning, is 
now and ever ſhall be, World with- 
our End. Amen; Amen. | 
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